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On behalf of the World Conference of Religions for Peace, I bring greetings to the organizers and participants of the World Summit of Religious Leaders.  The initiative of His Holiness Patriarch KIRILL of Moscow and All Russia and His Eminence Sheikh-ul-Islam Allahshukur Pashazadeh, Chairman of the Caucasus Muslim Board, taken in the framework of the Interfaith Council of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), is an important, valuable, and timely initiative.  Its significance goes far beyond the Caucasus region and beyond the Commonwealth of Independent States.  The World Summit has a global importance.  Its voice will be heard globally.
I take this opportunity to thank His Excellency Ilham Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbajan, for his support of the World Summit of Religious Leaders and for the hospitality extended to the Summit participants by the Government of Azerbajan.
 
Religions for Peace, as a global alliance and fellowship of religious communities and inter-religious councils stands in solidarity with the Interfaith Council of the CIS, which is a most valuable partner in the Religions for Peace alliance.
As we reflect on the theme of "Globalization, Religion, Traditional Values," we seek to articulate and to put into action the religious, spiritual, and moral resources of the great religious traditions in the context of the challenges of our time.

 
Globalization sometimes is understood - or rather misunderstood - as a process which leads to the blending of faiths and religious traditions.  Such blending would violate the integrity of the religious traditions, depriving them of their spiritual power.  It is the calling of each religious community to affirm the fullness of its faith.  It is also the callling of each religious community to respect the other religious communities.  Adherence to these two principles is necessary in order to achieve the collaboration of religious communities in building a peaceful and just world.

 

There is power and effectiveness in multi-religious collaboration.  Together, we can accomplish far more than any one of us can accomplish alone.  Multi-religious cooperation for peace can in many situations be more powerful - both symbolically and substantively - than the efforts of individual religious groups acting alone.  The witness to peace and to the overcoming of fear, hostility, and violence is always made stronger when religious communities of different faiths act together.

 
The symbolic strength arises when multi-religious cooperation helps to prevent or stop conflicts that can - directly or indirectly  - involve different religious communities. Symbolic actions by religious leaders can open the way to reconciliation and peace.
The presence of His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Catholicos of All Aremians,  in this Baku Summit in response to the invitation of His Holiness Patriarch Kirill and His Eminence Sheikh-ul-Islam Allahshukur Pashazadeh is a vivid example of courageous action by religions leaders opening the road to reconciliation and peace among peoples.

The substantive strength arises when cooperation helps diverse religious communities to address common challenges together, offers them creative ways to take advantage of their different strengths, and positions them for partnerships with others.

 

In each religious tradition there are teachings and narratives which mandate respect and love for one’sneighbor.  This respect and love extend to persons and communities beyond each religious, national ,or ethnic circle.  The teaching to respect and love the "other" is not a suggestion or option, it is a radical commandment and a mandate for action.

 

Meetings, conferences; and indeed, this World Summit of Religious Leaders, are not only words.  They are events and actions which build trust, and which strengthen the voices of communities of faith.  Religion is often enough co-opted, even manipulated and high-jacked, for political purposes and malevolent ends.  Inter-religious collaboration helps to resist this cooptation and manipulation, 
helps to protect the integrity of religious communities and the authenticity of religious faith and action.

 
Religious communities and states and their governments have different and quite distinct identities, mandates, and capacities.  Cooperation between them should respect these differences, even as it helps us all to build the peace for which our hearts hunger.

 

Religious faith and religious communities can translate the moral imperative of love of the neighbor into a political vision of "shared security."  Today,  my security depends on your security.  If you are vulnerable and insecure, I am also vulnerable and insecure.  This is not only an insight into the personal dimension of the human condition.  It is also applicable to states and nations and societies.

 

The global family of religious communities in the framework of the World Conference of Religions for Peace welcomes and affirms this World Summit of Religious Leaders.  The initiative in convening the World Summit in Baku is an important stage in the journey - the pilgrimage - of religious leaders and religious communities towards deeper dialogue, mutual trust, and common action for peace.
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