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Indonesian and American Religious Leaders 
Pledge Common Action for Peace
—Commit to cooperating together on areas of shared concerns:  poverty, education, climate change, and good governance—

(NEW YORK, 28 January 2010)—Religious leaders from Indonesia, the United States, and the Asia region committed yesterday to cooperating together on shared concerns at the close of an international bi-lateral dialogue of religious leaders and civil society actors in Jakarta, Indonesia. Among the religious leaders were those representing Religions for Peace, the world’s largest and most representative multi-religious coalition.

“Building Collaborative Communities: Enhancing Cooperation among People of Different Faiths,” was held on 25–27 January 2010, principally at the Borobudur Hotel in Jakarta, Indonesia.  The action-oriented dialogue was co-sponsored by the Governments of the United States and the Republic of Indonesia and facilitated by Religions for Peace. 
“Respectful of our religious and cultural differences, and informed by our mutual experiences of diversity, we are united around our shared concerns regarding poverty, education, climate change, and good governance,” said Dr. Din Syamsuddin, President of Muhammadiyah and a Religions for Peace Honorary President. “We are committed to working together across religious communities to engage in program partnerships with governments where these shared concerns reside.”  

Al Mukarram Kyai Jaji Ahmad Hasyim Muzadi, General Chairman of Nahdlatul Ulama and a Co-President of the Religions for Peace World Council, said, “We offer deep appreciation for the partnership between the Indonesian and United States governments to advance our collaboration, and respectfully request as well that they continue to work together with us to advance the common good.”
The dialogue, attended by more than seventy participants, brought together a diverse array of Indonesian and American leaders. Mr. Pradeep Ramamurthy, Senior Director for Global Engagement at the U.S. White House, was the formal head of the delegation, and helped open and close the dialogue. Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, Archbishop Emeritus of Washington in the Archdiocese of Washington, D.C., spoke at a press conference in Jakarta yesterday, including a statement on shared concerns and commitments by the religious leaders.

Following U.S. President Barack Obama’s historic speech in Cairo on America’s relationships with the Muslim world last year, the U.S. Government has been working on a series of responses, including the development of regional working groups that will focus on multi-religious cooperative actions.

The dialogue in Jakarta initiates the U.S.’s regional working group process. Additional interfaith working groups in other regions of the world are being planned and will begin later in 2010 and in 2011.  
The Inter-religious Cooperation Task Force of the White House Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships has worked for six months to draft a comprehensive report for the President’s consideration on initiatives for religious cooperation. The President will soon receive a final version of this Report from the President’s Advisory Council of the White House Office.

Dr. William F. Vendley, a member of the Inter-religious Cooperation Task Force and Secretary General of Religions for Peace, said, “We believe that a key to good program partnerships on shared objectives is a respect for the unique identities, mandates, and capacities of all partners.  We believe that religious communities should continue to strengthen multi-religious structures that would serve as appropriate partners with other civil society and government actors.”
The dialogue was generously hosted by the Republic of Indonesia.

Further information about the dialogue may be found at: http://religionsforpeace.org/news/press/building-collaborative.html.

Photos of the event may be found at: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/religionsforpeace/
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RELIGIONS FOR PEACE—the world’s largest and most representative multi-religious coalition—advances common action among the world’s religious communities for peace. Religions for Peace works to transform violent conflict, advance human development, promote just and harmonious societies, and protect the earth. The global Religions for Peace network comprises a World Council of senior religious leaders from all regions of the world; six regional inter-religious bodies and more than seventy national ones; and the Global Women of Faith Network and Global Youth Network.  See www.religionsforpeace.org for more information. 
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