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Indonesian and American Religious Leaders of Different Faiths
Forge Collaborative Networks for Peace
—Action follows U.S. President Obama’s historic speech in Cairo 
on inter-faith cooperation, America’s relationship to the Muslim world—

—Governments of the United States and the Republic of Indonesia sponsor Jakarta dialogue, engage in concrete actions for the future—
(NEW YORK, 22 January 2010)—At a time when religions are misused as an excuse for violence, forging a path to peace through multi-religious cooperation will be the focus of an international bi-lateral dialogue of religious leaders and civil society actors. The action-oriented dialogue is co-sponsored by the Governments of the United States and the Republic of Indonesia.

“Building Collaborative Communities: Enhancing Cooperation among People of Different Faiths,” will be held on 25–27 January 2010, principally at the Borobudur Hotel in Jakarta, Indonesia.  
A plan of action and declaration from the dialogue will be issued in a press conference at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 27 January 2010, in Jakarta. Mr. Pradeep Ramamurthy, Senior Director for Global Engagement at the White House, will serve as head of the delegation and is anticipated to present the outcome documents.

As U.S. President Barack Obama said in Cairo, Egypt, last June, “Around the world, we can turn dialogue into inter-faith service, so bridges between peoples lead to action.” Following that historic speech, the U.S. Government has been working on a series of responses, including listening sessions, dozens of engagements with religious leaders and faith-based organizations, and the development of regional working groups that will focus on multi-religious cooperative actions.

 The Jakarta dialogue will bring together a diverse array of eminent Indonesian religious leaders, prominent American religious and civic figures, and religious leaders from the South-East Asia region. Several non-governmental organizations will also participate. Participants will focus on sharing best practices and enhancing collaboration in addressing such key areas as poverty, education, climate change, and good governance.  
Dr. William F. Vendley, a member of the Inter-religious Cooperation Task Force and Secretary General of Religions for Peace, affirmed the importance of the dialogue. “The U.S. Government often employs multi-stakeholder approaches to partnerships, and the new attention to the role of religiously affiliated actors in these types of partnerships only promises better outcomes in our shared efforts for the common good,” he said.
Jakarta was chosen as the location for this first initiative in an intended series for several reasons.  Indonesia is: a diverse and pluralistic society; the fourth largest country in the world; the largest Muslim country; and a multi-religious society which enjoys a history of productive models for building collaborative communities.

The dialogue will inaugurate a regional interfaith working group in South-East Asia that will partner with the U.S. Government to help build new partnerships between faith and civic communities to address challenges of peacebuilding and development in the region. Additional inter-faith working groups in other regions of the world are being planned and will begin later in 2010 and in 2011.  

In addition, the Inter-religious Cooperation Task Force of the White House Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships has worked for six months to draft a comprehensive report for the President’s consideration on initiatives for religious cooperation. The President will soon receive a final version of this Report from the President’s Advisory Council of the White House Office.

The dialogue is generously hosted by the Republic of Indonesia, and will be facilitated by Religions for Peace, the world’s largest and most representative multi-religious coalition, on behalf of both governments.
Further information about the dialogue may be found at http://religionsforpeace.org/news/press/building-collaborative.html.
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RELIGIONS FOR PEACE—the world’s largest and most representative multi-religious coalition—advances common action among the world’s religious communities for peace. Religions for Peace works to transform violent conflict, advance human development, promote just and harmonious societies, and protect the earth. The global Religions for Peace network comprises a World Council of senior religious leaders from all regions of the world; six regional inter-religious bodies and more than seventy national ones; and the Global Women of Faith Network and Global Youth Network.  See www.religionsforpeace.org for more information. 
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