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1.0 OPENING REMARKS
Zanzibar is predominantly a Muslim community. In the 1860’s this Island had an open slave market. After the abolition of slave trade, this site was bought (September 5th, 1873) by an English Missionary from the UMCA-Rev Arthur Nugent West. Today an old Anglican Cathedral broods over it.

I chose Zanzibar because it connects well with the Christian thinking about slavery that Dr. Rowan Williams uses to illustrate 

a) The notion of bodiliness (One body) 

b) How this is a key to a deeper rooting of the notion of inalienable human rights c) How my rights and yours are inextricably linked: 'my liberty not to be silenced, not to have my body reduced to someone else's instrument, is nourished by the equal liberty of the other not to be silenced.
''Equal liberty is at root inseparable from the equality of being embodied. Rights belong not to the person who can demonstrate capacity or rationality but to any organism that can be recognized as a human body, at any stage of its organic development.' 
 This insight is deeply rooted in the New Testament. It is the one that drives Christian concern and commitment to development and human rights. It is what compels Christians to address human suffering and poverty.”

Poverty, according to Rev Dr Frank Chikane, denies human rights as surely as any political system.. “The degree of a person’s poverty is defined by that person’s capacity to make choices, hesaid. “The fewer choices you have, the fewer rights you have.”  It therefore follows that “Violating a person’s rights is violating a gift of God. And since we are all created in the image of God, one who denies anyone free choices is undermining God.” Said this long-time anti-apartheid activist. 

To address all the above is a requirement for all Christians: to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with your God. This is for example, what the Anglican Bishops and believers who met at Lambeth in June this year, committed themselves, as people of faith to do-justice and especially to “…seek systems in our world that will give to each person what they deserve because they are made in God’s image and demand our respect our service without qualification.” This is a vital pre-requisite for peace that is premised on justice (i.e. adherence and respect for Human Rights) and “Freedom from Want”. 

This therefore is the broader perspective and vision of peace that takes into consideration human development, dignity and social interaction that is best achieved through dialogue or diplomacy (which is the nature of UN deliberations). And as the President of the AACC Nyansako-ni-Nku once said, “…there is no conflict that dialogue cannot bring to an end.” He further added that countries like Mozambique have taught the world that political will can help bring conflicts… to an end.”
 The role of the Church in Africa and the whole world, he noted, is to be in the forefront in asking and fighting for good governance and be messengers of peace. 

2.0  EXAMPLES of CHRISTIAN CONTRIBUTION

Christian organizations in the past and now continue to make a remarkable contribution to International peace, human rights and development. The contributions are deeply rooted in their theology and traditions. The Christian contribution is manifested in varied forms – but mainly through: 

· Denominational-Parish congregations, Dioceses and Provinces 

· Ecumenical bodies: The World Council of Churches (WCC) and its regional bodies in Asia, Latin America and Africa (AACC)  and 

· Specialized and Development Agencies such as Christain Aid, Caritas International, Lutheran World Federation, CAFORD to name a few.

· Individuals 

2.1  The Mennonite Communities 

The many of the communities are on the fore-front of Peace awareness, education and support worldwide. Mennonites sent abroad on peacemaking missions generally commit themselves to live in the designated conflict zone for several years.  
The Mennonites successfully mediated an agreement in the 1980”s between Nicaragua Government and the Rebel movement. The have produced a lot of resource material for education on peace making and conflict management. It includes a recent publication “From the Ground Up: Mennonite Contribution to International Peace building. 

2.2  The Catholic Vision Of Peace Consists Of:

· Human rights

· Development

· Solidarity and 

· World order including conflict resolution and transformation 

The vision has been structured around a Bishop’s Conference and a Justice and Peace Commission to enhance the church’s ability to promote conflict resolution. That is often accompanied by Vatican pronouncements on pressing issues such as non-violence.

The Catholic Church is known for its work in Haiti, Poland and Lebanon and the remarkable contributions by individual Bishops such as Bishop Beleo in East Timor, Archbishop Monswengo in the DRC, and patriarch Sabbah Jerusalem. 

I hasten to add the numerous contributions of Catholic lay and religious orders (Franciscans, Medical Mission, Sisters of Mercy, Jesuits, etc) that work daily to meet the needs of the poor and dispossessed!

2.3  Anglican Communion On Peace And Reconciliation 
Archbishop Robin Eames was mandated to officiate at a Peace and reconciliation conference organized for the two Koreas. According to Archbishop Robin Eames, the Anglican Communion has a role and part in the journey of peace, reconciliation and justice. With his experience in Northern Ireland, he has first hand experience of peace-making. 

“While I was visiting a school in Northern Ireland during our dark days of violence and suffering, I recall the questions of a sixth former: “How will I recognize the day I wake up and reconciliation has happened?”

Reconciliation is never a fact.  It is a process.  History alone will decide when it has become a reality in any local situation of conflict.  We are called to begin that process where we are.  We may never live to see its fulfillment.  But we are called to be a part of the process.  My experience of Northern Ireland convinces me of this truth.  It is yet again only a part of a journey in any situation.”
The Anglican way must keep its eyes focused on effectiveness in solidarity rather than just communicating our empathy to one another.  This is through the nature of the Anglican ethos from which all its efforts must stem and gain their authenticity. It is also embodied in key sign-pointers of words such as

· Journey- a journey in which its structures and manner of life are provisional as we seek the great dawning for which Christ prayed. 
· Process- a process in which it can help others with their particular insights to do the will of Christ rather than a point which we have already reached. 
· Dialogue- about people meeting, growing to reach out to each other
· Understanding-each other - sadly of late not our greatest achievement.

“All of these characteristics provide us with the tapestry before which we must be involved in peace and reconciliation in God’s world.  It has been when these ingredients have been absent that Anglicans have failed in their efforts – equally it is when they have been present, we have played a worthwhile role.”

2.4  “HOT SPOTS”: Peace and Development In The Great Lakes Region

The Archbishop of Canterbury met with the Primates of the Great Lakes region in Nairobi in 2005 to discuss peace and reconciliation, recognizing that conflict in each of the countries of that region (Uganda, DRC, Southern Sudan, Burundi , Rwanda) are interlinked.  Since then the Archbishop has been working with these provinces through his Secretary for International Development, The Rev. David Peck, to strengthen capacity and raise the profile of the valuable work the Anglican Church is doing in the area of peace and reconciliation.

 There is also a study highlighting the peace building work of the Anglican Church in Northern Uganda, Eastern DRC and Burundi.  It identifies the following key activities:

· High level advocacy: holding governments to account and making the outside world aware of the suffering of people in war.  This is most effectively pursued as a collaboration of the major faith denominations.

· The Acholi Religious Leaders for Peace in Northern Uganda (who forced the government to speak to the Lords Resistance Army).

· Peace House in Burundi (which continues to foster sustainable peace by challenging the parliament on anti-corruption and the full participation of rebel groups).
· Direct training on peace building and conflict resolution for clergy and laity through seminars, workshops and theological training to equip church workers to:

· Build peace in communities through their everyday interaction with people;

· Lead by example through fostering peace in their families;

· Mediate local disputes within and between families.
· Trauma counseling, particularly for the victims of sexual violence.  Many women have suffered horrific sexual violence during conflicts and the Mothers’ Union particularly has trained and counseled many women to address the trauma of these crimes.  Often small scale-income generating projects are set up to provide a forum for engagement.

· Social Mobilization of women project in Boga diocese in DRC where women of all religions weave baskets together each day.

· Tailoring project where teenage girls who were taken by the LRA as children now return traumatized and with children of their own.  The programme allows them to learn to interact with people again 

· Caring for the vulnerable and engaging with the disaffected such as orphans, widows, demobilized soldiers and street children. 

· Bringing different people together to rebuild their lives and communities. Bring Hutu and Tutsi together in Burundi to build homes for those returning from refugee camps. 

· Agricultural training for those in internally displaced camps in Northern 
2.5   Methodist Church on Women
As early as 1956 the General Conference of the Methodist church approved ordination and full Clergy rights for women. The Methodist Church has forums and a website for individuals and groups to raise and debate issues on gender equality. This is in addition to the Methodist church Committee for Gender justice. The church has led the way in the use of gender neutral language. It is therefore no wonder that the Church Center here at the United Nations was erected by Methodist women. 

This has bee a great boost to Christian women’s debates and advocacy around UN instruments: CEDAW, Beijing Platform for Action and Resolution 1325 to list a few. It has also been a platform for women to challenge those churches that are yet to attain gender equity in church leadership.
3.0  NATIONAL INITIATIVES AND INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Anglicans in their own national context have shown what is possible when they have offered transforming ministries of true reconciliation. The resounding example is what South Africa through the ministry led by the Nobel Peace Price recipient-Archbishop Tutu: a testament to the central role a religious leader can contribute to justice in a troubled world. He has fought oppression, injustice and prejudice in South Africa and the world at large.

In Tutu’s footsteps is Bishop Sebastian Bakare from Zimbabwe the winner of a Swedish human rights prize for "having given voice to the fight against oppression." Bishop Bakare is promoting "freedom of speech and of opinion in a difficult political situation."

The other examples are:

· Rwanda- Where water has been used as a tool for Religious Reconciliation.
 An interfaith project to provide clean piped water in eastern Rwanda is one practical way to make amends to Muslims in this East African country who had been marginalized in the past by Christians.
 "We Christians see it as one way of saying, 'We are sorry,'" said Archbishop Kolini. 

"This project signifies more than bringing water to those who lacked it before," said Sheikh Yussuf Bizuru, the Grand Imam of Rwanda's Eastern Province.
 "It offers to the rest of Africa and the world a model of harmonious interfaith cooperation for development."

· In the inner cities of the United States where soup kitchens never close to the poor and homeless and  
· The Episcopal Church’s agency Episcopal Relief and Development in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina made a difference.  

· In the Sudan through international partnership to offer training of teachers, building schools, and offering technical advice.  
· In the Sudan and Burundi such schemes have involved investment by government (ie Irish) in civil society groups thus enabling programmes of over one million dollars over a period of years to be channeled through church mission and development agencies.
4.0  THE WORLD ALLIANCE FOR REFORMED CHURCHES (WARC) 

Challenging Geopolitics-Apartheid, Systemic and Economic Ideology

The Alliance became visible in its engagement with human rights and democratization that date back to apartheid days in South Africa. In 1982 it declared its position on racism and apartheid and suspended two white South African churches from membership. 

The World Alliance for Reformed Churches is the first ecumenical organization to openly protest human rights violation by Romanian government. It is actively involved in the Korean re-unification.  In many ways the Alliance remains a fore runner in putting together a process with challenge ideologies that deprive people of their right to self the current economic failures. In this process their members have participate in a collective process of confession first before denouncing the current ideological economic, financial and trade systems. 
The World Alliance for Reformed Churches is perhaps the fore runners in putting together a process within which they identify with the current economic failures. Over a period, the Alliance has held regional consultations at which for the first time a links between economic, human and political security were made. They were held in order to 

“…support the faith communities in their stance and action…to catalyze and facilitate an ecumenical process of global theological reflection, discussion and debate on global empire.”
 The final outcome of this process is contained in the “Accra statement” which, among others, singles out the suffering and cries of human persons and other living beings…as their victimization proceeds in a systematic and unprecedented manner under the global US empire/market regime.”
 The Alliance further lists unilateral decision that resulted in atrocities committed in the course of wars in Afghanistan and Iraq as a bid to expand the empires territories in pursuit of oil and other economic resources and consolidation the interest of the neo-liberal global market.

The Alliance also noted the subservient relationship of the Philippines as a channel for the US to the dictate to it. It further challenged the legitimacy of the Philippine government that was behind numerous kidnappings, disappearances of people as well as extra-judicial killings of those who dare to defy the empire that has enslaved and impoverished their people are viciously being suppressed.” 

The Alliance basing on the book of Romans 8: 18-39 continues to call for those groaning under the destructive powers and principalities of this world to be liberated.  

In addition the Alliance is started building up a world wide resistance movement against the neo-liberal ideology and imperial domination of the United States which had officially termed the Philippines its second front in the war on terror and made it its linchpin of geopolitical project in the Asia-pacific region.

5.0 PARTNERSHIP WITH CHRISTIAN AGENCIES

In Jun 1, 2004 The Primate's World Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF) sent $20,000 to a worldwide appeal for thousands of Sudanese civilians who have been displaced from their homes by ongoing violence in the Darfur and Upper Nile regions. 

PWRDF, the Anglican Church of Canada's disaster relief and development agency, sent its contribution to its global partner, Action by Churches Together, which has been assisting the Sudan Council of Churches and Norwegian Church Aid in providing emergency relief to more than 30,000 victims. 

6.0 THE ECUMENICAL CONTRIBUTION to IDEOLOGICAL CONCERNS
The global ecumenical body is the World Council of Churches (WCC) based in Geneva. 
Some of the fundamental principles of the WCC on peace and security are:

· Security that is grounded in respect for human rights, due to process, and international law. (Security does not result from military action.)

· Human security and national security depend on economic justice and peace, in our own countries and throughout the world.

· Peaceful relations among nations and peoples are achieved through multilateral decision making not by unilateral economic and military actions of a country.

· As Christians we put our security in the hands of Jesus Christ and the biblical witness, which says “ perfect love casts out fear”

In response, the WCC acts either directly through its General Secretary or the Central Committee to issues statements and undertakes activities to foster peace and protect the rights of those violated. In 2005 for example it issues a statement addressing the crisis in Iraq remembering especially women, children and men who lost their lives to war and conflict in Iraq.

The WCC has often calls on their member Churches as they did to churches in USA  to press their governments to work for a just resolution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict without delay, which will result in a viable and secure Palestinian state an a secure Israel at peace with its neighbors.
Other times the WCC has worked in partnership with regional ecumenical bodies such as the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC). In 1972 the WCC and the AACC mediated I the Addis Ababa agreement that brought Peace to Sudan. 

Right here at the United Nations, the WCC UN office annually coordinates a program for advocacy for all its member churches. This has included two high level dialogues with the Government of Iran and out of Geneva, the WCC has engaged in ideological debates and encounters with the World Bank/IMF on economic development. 
7.0 CONCLUSION 

I close with the words of a World Bank Economist and an Anglican Bishop:

· Religious communities own, run or inspire substantive parts of health care systems in many countries…accounting for 30-50 percent of global health care landscape (and a comparable percentage in Education and Agricultural support.)

· Though mortal, the institutions retain a place of privilege and trust within many communities…have vested interest in communities because of their calling, but also because they live in those same places rather than passing through as visitors or outside consultants.

· People often rate religious leaders and organizations as the most trusted members of their communities ranking them 76% in each African country compared to Financial Institutions at 55%.”

All the above provide concrete evidence that the Christian churches have structures, commitment, capacity and staying power to deliver augment UN’s efforts towards attainment of peace, human rights and development.

What are needed are a formal framework and an agreement on common values, principles and method of corporation. 
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