[image: image1.jpg]ﬁ

Religions for Peac:

8th World Assembly
Kvoto 2006




Women of Faith: 

Action to Confront Violence and Advance Shared Security
August 2006
Women of faith make available strength and hope when all seems hopeless
Guided by respect for religious differences and a belief in the power of women to enrich multi-religious cooperation, Religions for Peace mobilizes women of faith to collaborate on deeply held and widely shared concerns. Four hundred women of faith from 10 diverse religious traditions and 65 countries of Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean and North America gathered for the Women’s Assembly at Kyoto, Japan, from August 24-25, 2006. 
The main goal of coming together was to reflect, discuss and commit ourselves to confront violence and advance shared security guided by the assembly theme “Women of Faith: Assembling for Action.” We started with a passionate call from senior religious leaders, asking each of us to “find our voice.”
Women of faith have played an important role in Religions for Peace since its inception in 1970. Returning back to Japan, home to the first Religions for Peace World Assembly, this was a moment to acknowledge the multiple and inalienable roles of religious women in building peace, transforming conflict and advancing sustainable development.
The Assembly provided crucial platforms for sharing of experiences and critical reviewing of what can be done to change the status of women by proactively engaging women of faith. As the discussions unfolded, the inherent strength and creativity of women were brought out from diverse settings and religious backgrounds. 
 Together:
· We shared experiences from the grassroots where women are directly affected by brutal and devastating impacts of armed conflict, HIV/AIDS, dehumanizing poverty, economic injustices and impoverishment. 

· We recognized the marginalization of women in faith-based communities and institutions as a key concern and challenge for advancing shared security.

· We strongly condemned all forms of human rights abuses on women in armed conflict and in peacetime.
· We denounced the escalation of all forms of violence against women (mental, physical and psychological).
We reaffirm:
· Religious women are often on the front lines, working as committed peace builders, reconciliation brokers and activists in very challenging circumstances.
· They serve as sensitive recorders of human realities, particularly in times of violence and conflict. 
· Women of faith possess valuable experiences and resources that, when mobilized, can strengthen our community-based responses for women’s empowerment.
We acknowledge:
· Multi-religious networking provides unique opportunities to women of faith to identify areas of concern as also areas of influence. 
Our “Call to Action” builds on our collective commitment and shared responsibility. 

Collaborative actions that were clearly articulated at the Women’s Assembly include:

· Calling upon Religions for Peace to further commit to actions for women’s empowerment and women’s human rights within its own organizational framework at all levels and across its partnerships at global, regional, national and local levels.

· Calling on women of faith, religious leaders and communities, UN agencies, civil society and all people of good will to embrace the central position of religious women, sustain and place gender concerns and perspectives in religious agenda for peace and stability. 

· Ensuring dialogue, exchange of experiences, trust building and providing concrete opportunities to strengthen community based peace building and development.
· Urging for increased capacity building and gender mainstreaming in religious structures and programs as well as the mobilization of spiritual, theological, religious, informational and financial resources to ensure implementation of women’s agenda. 
· Appealing for documentation and dissemination of services and best practices of women of faith.
· Rededicating our time, skills and resources to advocate and educate ourselves and our communities on peace-building, conflict transformation and sustainable development. 
· Demanding to increase women’s participation in decision-making at all levels and all structures in line with already existing international agreements, human rights and the Millennium Development Goals and advocate for zero tolerance policy on violence against women.
· Extending cooperation and the strengthening of partnerships, synergies and allies with male religious leaders and counterparts, with other non-faith based development organizations and the United Nations in order to promote human rights, stop war, reduce poverty and protect the earth.
· Breaking the silence on sexual violence and human trafficking.

Finally, we call upon ourselves to be the change we want to see in the world and to be instrumental in achieving sustainable peace and development for our families, communities and the world at large. 
Kyoto, Japan
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